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                                  Press release

Agricultural machinery: new unknowns in a recovering market 

Sales figures in the US, India, Germany and other countries indicate a sharp recovery after the crisis of last spring, but the new health emergency risks halting the sector. Registrations are recovering also in Italy, but production risks having a setback if the logistical and transport difficulties were to slow down exports.  

The new health emergency threatens to slow down the agricultural machinery market just as it was showing signs of recovery. The data on the tractor registrations - illustrated this afternoon by the President of FederUnacoma Alessandro Malavolti during the press conference for the presentation of the EDP review - indicate very consistent increases in the United States at the end of September (+14.7% at the rate of 219 thousand units ), in India (+4.7% corresponding to 544 thousand units) and in Germany (+7.7% with 24 thousand units). Positive trends were also recorded in Canada (+8.9% for approximately 19 thousand machines) and Russia with just under 18 thousand units, although this refers to the month of August (+0.7%). The industry's recovery must be related to the overall stability of the agricultural sector - said Malavolti - which recorded a good performance during the year both in terms of production and prices. FAO data indicates a 3% increase in food prices in October compared to September, and an overall growth of 6% considering the entire year from October 2019 to today. In particular, the price of grains is growing significantly, and production is also growing (despite the drop in production in Argentina, and the bad weather and climate conditions that have affected the sowing of winter wheat in Europe, North America, and the Black Sea region) which is estimated to reach a record level of 2,750 million tonnes (+1.6%) by the end of the year. As explained during the conference, the resurgence of the epidemic could slow down the market, including the European one, which saw the confidence index of the manufacturing industries grow in October, according to the CEMA “Barometer” data. A specific FederUnacoma - GRS survey on the expectations for the sector, carried out on a large sample of businesses including manufacturers, retailers and technicians, indicates that in October, 29% of companies expected an increase in turnover at the end of the year compared to 2019 results, and 32% of the sample expected a closing balance in line with the previous year's performance. With specific reference to the Italian market, the data on registrations updated to October indicate a recovery compared to the sharp decline suffered in the first six months of the year. In October, tractor registrations show an increase of 7.5% compared to the same month 2019, after the surge recorded in September (+20.7%), and yet the overall balance of the ten months is still negative (-10%). Combine harvesters gained 8.3% in October while the final ten-month balance remained negative (-11%) and tractors with loading bed closed the ten months with a loss of 6.3%. Trailers fell slightly in October (-2.6%), marking a drop in the ten months of 15.5%, while telescopic handlers showed a better balance, recording a growth of 29.4% in October, resulting in a very small loss (-1.7%) for the ten months. As regards production - explained Malavolti - the forecasts for the end of the year indicate relatively small drops: the production of tractors and agricultural machinery falls by 3.9% with a turnover of 7.6 billion, the production of components and parts decreases by 2.1% (2.7 billion), and green space machines drop by 2.6% (760 million euros). In a year impacted by the production halt of last spring - the president of FederUnacoma concluded - these drops in production were largely foreseeable. Less predictable - he concludes - are the effects that could arise from new restrictive measures, which would have the effect of slowing down not only production, but also product logistics and transport, particularly damaging to exports.
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REGIONI/REGIONS

2019 2019 Var. % 2019 2019 Var. % 2019 2019 Var. % 2019 2019 Var. % 2020 2019 Var. %

ABRUZZO 343 371 -7,5% * 3 - 12 21 -42,9% 226 252 -10,3% * 2 -

BASILICATA 339 284 19,4% * 10 - 14 14 0,0% 136 110 23,6% * 4 -

CALABRIA 476 520 -8,5% * 0 - 16 17 -5,9% 203 267 -24,0% * 4 -

CAMPANIA 757 844 -10,3% * 9 - 26 36 -27,8% 324 413 -21,5% 24 26 -7,7%

EMILIA R. 1364 2091 -34,8% 35 47 -25,5% 12 14 -14,3% 637 853 -25,3% 126 162 -22,2%

FRIULI 359 506 -29,1% * 9 - 4 5 -20,0% 205 286 -28,3% 11 9 22,2%

LAZIO 796 895 -11,1% * 4 - 16 18 -11,1% 353 543 -35,0% 21 14 50,0%

LIGURIA 95 74 28,4% 0 0 - 23 26 -11,5% 34 42 -19,0% 0 0 -

LOMBARDIA 1433 1663 -13,8% 37 47 -21,3% 71 70 1,4% 691 738 -6,4% 224 229 -2,2%

MARCHE 381 423 -9,9% 20 22 -9,1% 7 2 250,0% 129 170 -24,1% 14 24 -41,7%

MOLISE 104 112 -7,1% 10 4 150,0% 0 3 -100,0% 67 82 -18,3% * 1 -

PIEMONTE 1828 1686 8,4% 60 49 22,4% 66 44 50,0% 824 842 -2,1% 110 104 5,8%

PUGLIA 1230 1193 3,1% 14 19 -26,3% 5 6 -16,7% 367 373 -1,6% 36 28 28,6%

SARDEGNA 381 387 -1,6% 0 1 -100,0% 3 2 50,0% 144 177 -18,6% * 7 -

SICILIA 779 768 1,4% * 17 - 6 9 -33,3% 320 379 -15,6% 10 8 25,0%

TOSCANA 886 1052 -15,8% 13 17 -23,5% 27 35 -22,9% 335 421 -20,4% 22 14 57,1%

TRENTINO 883 865 2,1% 0 0 - 90 91 -1,1% 507 618 -18,0% 14 21 -33,3%

UMBRIA 344 369 -6,8% 10 8 25,0% 7 4 75,0% 114 120 -5,0% * 5 -

VALLE D'AOSTA 39 36 8,3% 0 0 - 8 2 300,0% 33 31 6,5% * 1 -

VENETO 1588 1878 -15,4% 38 31 22,6% 36 52 -30,8% 981 1130 -13,2% 100 86 16,3%

TOTALE

14.405 16.017 -10,1% 264 297 -11,1% 449 471 -4,7% 6.630 7.847 -15,5% 736 749 -1,7%

Dati Ministero Trasporti - Elaborazioni Ufficio Statistico FEDERUNACOMA 

Ministry of Transport Data processed by FEDERUNACOMA Statistical Dept.

*   Dati oscurati per adempiere ai dettami comunitari in merito alla divulgazione di elaborazioni statistiche

   in mercati oligopolistici

*   Figures encoded in order to comply with the European Commission requirements concerning the publication

   of statistical data within oligopolistic markets
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