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Press release


Gardening equipment: declining market in 2022

Unfavourable weather and rising prices are holding back the market for gardening and landscaping machinery and equipment, which closes the year with a 15.2% drop. Almost all types of equipment were in the negative. Purchases in the mid-level segment were penalised: the gap between high-end technologies and low-priced vehicles with lower quality requirements is growing.
  
The persistent drought, which has reduced maintenance work in green areas, and the increase in production costs and thus in list prices, have led to a significant drop in demand for machinery for gardening, urban decoration and outdoor areas for recreational and sports functions in Italy in 2022.
The data - processed by the manufacturers' association Comagarden on the basis of information provided by the Morgan survey group - indicate an overall drop of 15.2% in terms of units sold in 2022 (1,403 thousand against 1,650 thousand in 2021), with significant decreases for almost all types of vehicles. Lawn mowers posted a loss of 21.4% (255 thousand units sold), brushcutters a loss of 10% (273 thousand), while chainsaws posted a negative balance of 14.3%, with almost 369 thousand units sold. Hedge trimmers dropped by 24.4% (94 thousand), while the loss for lawn tractors was smaller (-4.2% in reference to 22,700 machines). There was a slight increase in zero-turn machines for hobby use (+0.6% to 1,550 units), while only pole pruners (almost 26,500) increased compared to 2021, closing the year with a 10% profit. 
Weather and geopolitical factors aside, which could not be foreseen, Comagarden expected a certain drop in sales during the year as the market settled down after the strong increases in the last two seasons, when the Covid emergency had resulted in greater investment by households in hobby gardening. 
"What worries the manufacturers," explains Comagarden president Renato Cifarelli, "is the drop in demand in the mid-range of the market, which has the largest numbers and was experiencing a growing trend. If this trend were to be confirmed in the new year as well," says Cifarelli, "we would have an increasingly polarised market between high-end vehicles on the one hand, expensive and accessible to the few, and cheap products on the other, often of low quality and made in those countries that export unreliable technologies, also in terms of safety". "Competition from low-cost products," adds Cifarelli, "is a central issue beyond the current market fluctuations, because Italian and European industries are required to comply with increasingly demanding EU regulations, and this entails investments that affect the final price of our machinery and risk widening the gap with those made outside the European Union even further".
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                                      Estimation of the entire national market carried out
                                     based on sample survey data.
                                    Italian market trends of the main types
                                      of gardening machines 2020, 2021 and estimates 2022, in numbers.





	 
	2020
	2021
	2022
	Var. % 2022/2021

	SPRAYERS
	7,683
	       5,089 
	       3,447 
	-32.3%

	SCARIFIERS
	12,962
	     20,512 
	     10,010 
	-51.2%

	BIO-SHREDDERS
	9,358
	     10,930 
	       8,663 
	-20.7%

	BRUSHCUTTERS
	286,574
	    304,048 
	    273,696 
	-10.0%

	BATTERY-POWERED PRUNERS
	        30,993
	38,818
	35,119
	-9.5%

	POWER SAWS
	373,804
	430,167
	368,815
	-14.3%

	MOTOR HOES
	32,152
	     36,849 
	     32,453 
	-11.9%

	POLE PRUNERS
	19,827
	     24,031 
	     26,474 
	10.2%

	LAWNMOWERS
	287,631
	    324,725 
	    255,227 
	-21.4%

	ROBOT MOWERS
	26,368
	     34,768 
	     32,473 
	-6.6%

	RIDE-ON Consumer
	8,825
	       9,117 
	       7,105 
	-22.1%

	RIDE-ON MMV
	1,635
	       1,731 
	          909 
	-47.5%

	BLOWERS/ASPIRATORS
	120,511
	    150,286 
	    138,031 
	-8.2%

	SNOW SWEEPERS
	4,145
	       7,322 
	       4,691 
	-35.9%

	HEDGE TRIMMERS
	123,549
	    124,395 
	     94,084 
	-24.4%

	SMALL TRACTORS
	21,463
	     23,753 
	     22,756 
	-4.2%

	TRIMMERS
	86,897
	    105,689 
	     86,944 
	-17.7%

	ZERO TURN Consumer
	1,521
	       1,540 
	       1,549 
	0.6%

	ZERO TURN MMV
	804
	          811 
	          783 
	-3.5%

	TOTAL MORGAN
	1,456,702
	1,654,581
	1,403,229
	-15.2%
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